
 



THE BLACKBURNS IN AMERICA 

The name of Blackburn is of very ancient origin. As early in English History as the time of 
Ethelbert, King of England, A.D. 596, reference is made to Blagborneshire in the following 
quotation: "In those times while the said churches had thus been built, there was not, in 
Blagborneshire, at Cliderhowe, or elsewhere, a castle built, nor any chapel, whatever beside 
the above named churches, nor any lord who had ever claimed the patronage of the said 
churches, etc." The name appears under many spellings: Blagborne, Blakeburn, Blackborne, 
Blackburn. It would seem to be of English or Scottish origin and mean "black brook", or 
"black river". However, the first person of whom we can find authentic record was a knight 
who doubtless came over with William the Conqueror in 1066 and helped conquer Saxon 
England and received for his services "The Blackburn Manor" in Lancaster Shire in 
northwestern England together with some 1800 acres of fertile land thereto adjacent. He 
bore the name of Gamaliel de Blackburn, If he was Norman, as the "de" seems to indicate, 
the writer is inclined to think that he adopted the name of Blackburn from the rich estate he 
so unceremoniously inherited. Be that as it may, it is certain that the name of Blagborne was 
given to the site of the present City of Blackburn long before the Norman Conquest, and 
that the Blackburns moved out from this center eastward into York Shire and northward 
into Scotland and southward toward London.  When James Stuart came to the throne of 
England, he found North Ireland depleted of inhabitants by civil wars. He offered to his 
Scotch lowland subjects the opportunity to secure tracts of 1000 to 2000 acres, on the 
condition that they would build a castle or substantial manor within four years and keep on 
each one thousand acres at least twenty-four men who were capable of bearing arms. These 
Scotch emigrants to Ireland (Blackburns among them) were the ancestors of the Scotch-
Irish emigrants, some 34,000 of whom came to America between l730 and 1760. They came 
bringing with them the Solemn League and Covenant, the Westminister Confession of Faith 
and the Presbyterian Church Organization. Rebuffed by the unfortunate Stuarts, harshly 
treated by their English rulers, they came with their hearts filled with hatred against their 
English kinsmen. than the war of the Revolution broke out, the American cause found no 
more ardent supporters than it found among these Scotch-Irish Presbyterians. The historian 
Bancroft says that the Revolution was fought by the Presbyterians. George Washington is 
reported to have said that if he were deserted by all others "he would retreat to the 
backcountry and rally the Scotch-Irish Presbyterians around him and fight to the bitter end." 
Among these Scotch-lrlsh emigrants who came to America in the early part of the 18th 
century, were many families of the Blackburns. 

Many references may be found to the Blackburns. We read that in 1397 Christopherus de 
Blackburn was "an extensive Russian merchant"; in the time of Queen Elizabeth a branch of 
the family emigrated from Lancaster to County Meath, North Ireland, a Rt. Hon. Francis 
Blackburn appears as Lord High Chancellor of Ireland; in 1406 a Nicholas Blackburn was Lord 
High Admiral in the British Navy, and tradition says that he was shipwrecked on the coast of 
Scotland, where he met and later returned to wed a princess of the Stuarts. Peter Blackburn 
was rector of St. Nicholas Church, Aberdeen, in 1603. Six generations of "Francis Blackburns" 
all men of note, appear in York from 1650 to l850. Lancelot Blackburn was Arch-bishop of 



York in 1724. Thomas Blackburn was warden of Christ's College, Manchester, l798. John 
Blackburn was King‘s Counsel in 1833 and William Blackburn was made a General in 1854, and 
others of lesser note are to be found in the records. Therefore it is not surprising that any 
effort to link up the various families of Blackburn in America would end in failure. 
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