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On November 8, 1861, Pro-union civilians in East carried out coordinated gurerilla
attacks against nine railroad bridges in anticipation of a Union army attach that never
came. Five bridges were damaged, and quickly repaired. Thus, the attacks had no
practical military imact, but they did cause the Confederate government to declare
martial law and to arrest dozens of conspitors and numerous prominent known Union
sypathizers who were either suspected of being involved or just grabbed for
convenience.

One very prominent and outspoken captive, William "Parson" Brownlow, editor of the
pro-Union Nashille Whig, wrote the following:
"..upon the 6th day of December, they marched me off to jail - a miserable,
uncomfortable, damp, and deperate jail - where | found, when | was
ushered into it, some one hundred and fifty Union mem; and, as God is my
Judge, there was not in the whole jain any piece of furniture, except a dirty
old wooden bucket and a pair of tin dippers to drink with."

Judge Levi Trewhitt, of Cleveland (my great, great, great grandfather) had been
arrested on November 19 and, with several prisoners, was transferred on
December 9 to a Confederate prison in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. There was no
question that Judge Trewhitt was sympathetic to the Union cause, but no
credible evidence that he was connected with the Union army nor that he had
anything at all to do with the attacks.

The appeals documented in these Confederate records declared that he was
innocent of any wrongdoing. Beyond that, most of the appeals declared that,
rather than participate in an uprising, on the eve of the attacks he calmed a mob
in Cleveland, encouraging the participants to publicly in opposition to the
brewing uprising, and been effective in calming demonstrators by encouraging
them to go about their daily business in peace and leave fighting to the armies.

This excerpt consists of letters sent to the Confederate court in mid-December
asking for the release of Judge Trewhitt The first of these appeals was from Col
James W Gillespie, who had arrested him. Another was signed by 34 residents
of Bradley County and endorsed by Col Gillespie and Lt. Colonel D.M. Key, and
16 other members of the Confederate army.

Judge Trewhitt died in prison in Tuscaloosa at age 64 on Jan 31, 1862.
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Judge Levi Trewhitt, of Cleveland (my great, great, great grandfather) had been arrested on November 19 and, with several prisoners, was transferred on December 9 to a Confederate prison in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. There was no question that Judge Trewhitt was sympathetic to the Union cause, but no credible evidence that he was connected with the Union army nor that he had anything at all to do with the attacks.



The appeals documented in these Confederate records declared that he was innocent of any wrongdoing. Beyond that, most of the appeals declared that, rather than participate in an uprising, on the eve of the attacks he calmed a mob in Cleveland, encouraging the participants to   publicly in opposition to the brewing uprising, and been effective in calming demonstrators by encouraging them to go about their daily business in peace and leave fighting to the armies.



This excerpt consists of letters sent to the Confederate court in mid-December asking for the release of Judge Trewhitt  The first of these appeals was from Col James W Gillespie, who had arrested him. Another was signed by 34 residents of Bradley County and endorsed by Col Gillespie and Lt. Colonel D.M. Key, and 16 other members of the Confederate army.



Judge Trewhitt died in prison in Tuscaloosa at age 64 on Jan 31, 1862.
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On November 8, 1861, Pro-union civilians in East carried out coordinated gurerilla attacks against nine railroad bridges in anticipation of a Union army attach that never came. Five bridges were damaged, and quickly repaired. Thus, the attacks had no practical military imact, but they did cause the Confederate government to declare martial law and to arrest dozens of conspitors and numerous prominent known Union sypathizers who were either suspected of being involved or just grabbed for convenience. 



One very prominent and outspoken captive, William "Parson" Brownlow, editor of the pro-Union Nashille Whig, wrote the following:
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"..upon the 6th day of December, they marched me off to jail - a miserable, uncomfortable, damp, and deperate jail - where I found, when I was ushered into it, some one hundred and fifty Union mem; and, as God is my Judge, there was not in the whole jain any piece of furniture, except a dirty old wooden bucket and a pair of tin dippers to drink with."
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truth and veracity. 1. B. HUMPHREYS,
Justice of the Peace for Bradley County, Tenn.

UNION RUBELLION IN BART TENNESSKM, 875

STATE 0F TENNIISREL,
Bradley County :

Pergonally appeared before me, the undersigned, an acting justice of
the peace and duly authorized to administer naths within and for the
county and State aforesaid, G. R, Hambright and Benjumin Hambright,
weu of undoubted truth and veracity and entitled fo credit when on
oath, and made oath in due form of law that at and about the time the
rebellion was taking place in Bast Tennessee thers was some disquiet-
ude in the settlement in which they resided in said county, and that
there was some talk amoug the neighbors as to what they shonld do
relative thereto and as to going and joining Clift who they uanderstood
was encamped for the purpese of going to Kentucky and eonsequently
a meeting of divers of the citizens for the purpose of taking steps in
thie premises, and affiants learning that fact went to the residence of
Leyi Trewhitt syhom they understand now to he confined at Tisealoosa
or Mobile as a prisoner of war and procured him to go and be where
these said persons were to agsemble, who did go to said place and there
opposed every thing or movement that had any tendency to 4 rebellion
in Bast Tennessee and throngh bis influence and exertions the people
in said settlement were quieted and all tendency to rebel in gaid settle-
ment was put down by his adyiging them against rebellion and to go
on with their ordinary business and let Clift and his rebellion alooe
and keep themselyes out, of vebellion, and tliereby the eitizens went on
with their ordinary business and none went into the rebellion to the
knowledge of atfiants. .

BENJAMIN HAMBRIGHT.
G. R. HAMBRIGHT,

Sworn to and sabseribed betore me the 16th day of Jannary, 1862,
and T certify that the said G. B. Hambright and Benjamin Hambright
ure both zen of nndoubted trutly and yeracity.

J. B, HUMPHREYS, -
Justice of the Peace for Bradiey Cownty, Lenn.

STATE OF TENNBSSEE,
Bradley County :

Personally appeared before me, Joseph H. Dayis, an acting justice of
the peace and duly autborized to administer oatls within and for the
connty and State aforesaid, Welcome Beard and made oath in due
form of law that about the fime that he understood that there was a
rebellion in East Tennessee and that about the time e understond that
Olift was encamped with a regiment of men in Hamilton Qonnty on the
north gide of tlhie Tennessee River about twenty-three miles from the
settlement of affiant for the purpose of going to the State of Ken-
tnely there was some disquietude in the settlement of affiant and a
meetink of divers persons near to affiant for the purpose of taking steps
in relation to the rebellion, and affiant saw Levi Trewhitt whom he now
nnderstands is confined at Tuscaloosa or Mobile as a prisoner of war
and beld a private conversation with him who stated that he was
apposed to all vebellion, and when they went where the crowd was affis
ant proposed that the said Levi Trewhitt make a speech to the crowd
relative to what they had best do, and then the said Trewhitt gave

them 2 talk in which he advised them all to keep out of all rebellion
antl go ou with their ordinary business and by the aid and influence of
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